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the Statutes 8 againſt the falſe — of Broad Clothes. 


YG) £ ; Common-wealthes, to take care and pꝛouide, that the Commo- 
6 2 h 2 dities of their Countries, tranſpoꝛted into fozreigne parts, fo? 
0 * wy 4| ComerceandTraffique,ſhould be ſubſtantiall true, and without 
; >< hidden defect , as farre as is poſſible; that ſoe the pzoueablenes 
7 5 1 oftheminthe vle, might (belides the credit that thence enſueth 
hy 8 to the people that trade therein) pꝛodute allo their ample and 

free vent and conſumption in ſuch fozreigne parts, and conſe- 

quently enlarge the home-benefit of growing oꝛ making the lame. To which end, manie 
good e wholeſome Statutes haue bene, by the Pzincely care and pꝛudente of Pur Noble 
Pꝛedeceſſoꝛs, Ringes and Queenes of this Realme; and by Our ſelfe alſo,fince Our com- 
ing to this Crowne made, and pꝛouided fo2 the true making of the Cloath of this 
Kingdome, being one ofthe nobleſt Dowztes thereof, and of moſt generall vle and vent 
in foꝛreigne parts: Neuertheleſſe luch hath bene, and is the enozmous couetouſnes of 
ſome, and likenegligence of others, that the goodandlaudable entent and dꝛilt of the ſaid 
Statutes hath bene, and is daily contemptuouſly eluded# made fruſtrate, eſpecially in the 


white Cloth of this Kingdome tranſpoztedto Germany, and the Lowe Countrys,which | 


is ſo falſly and deceipttully wzought and made, that the Merchants Our Subtects, that 
there vtter #ſell the lame, are daily abated and foꝛted to pay greate ſommes of money foz 
the faultes anddefects thereof, to their exceeding loſſe & diſcouragement, the vilipziſing e 
diſgrace of that commodity in foꝛraine parts q to the decay,not onelyofthe trade and trat⸗ 
figue there, but alſo in the conſequence thereof, to theouerth:owe of greate numbers of 
pooꝛe people, that by their laboꝛ and imployment in and about Cloath making were 
wont to raiſe a competent lining, while the ſame, beeing truly made and wꝛought, the tre · 
dit and vent thereof was anſwerable in foꝛreigne Countries. Wee therefoꝛe greatly ten⸗ 
dꝛing the weale of Our louing Subiects, aſwell thoſe that are imployed in making and 
Wozking the ſaid tloath, as thoſe that deale in tranſpoꝛting, and traffique thereof and 
hauing due regard of the credit, and reputation of ſo greatea Commodity of this lande in 
foꝛreyne parts, haue in Our Paincely care reſolued to pꝛouide ſome fitting courſe foꝛ the 
red:eſſing of the laid falſities and deceipts, now pꝛactized in the making of theſaid white 


Cloath: Aud this not only by the due and ſtrict execution of the ſaid Statutes (which is the 


life of Our lawes) but alſo by adding thereunto, by Our authozity and Pzerogatiue rop⸗ 
all, ſuch further helpe conducing to the ſame, as is by experience founde to be wanting, 
and requiſite to be ſupplied foꝛ the perfect accompliſhing and atcheining of the good and 
wholeſome end, and purpoſe ofthe ſaid Statutes. 

v38herefoze Mee will and command, and by theſe pꝛelents ſtraightly charge and enfoyne 
all euery Our Juſtices ot peate of Our Counties of Wilteſheire , Glonceſter, #&Orfozd, # 
the Eaſterne limits of Somerſetſhire,and all otherplaces, where white Cloath ismade: 
and alſo all other chiefe Officers in the Citties and Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, within the ſaid 
Counties, to whoſe office and charge it belongeth; to ozdepne, and appoint Searchers oz 
Ouerleers fo2 the due viewing , ſearching, and ſealing of the Cloath , made inthe parts 
afozeſaid,that they in their ſeuerall places reſpectinely, ble ſpetiall care and circumſpection 
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in the choice and appointment ol luch Searchers and Ouerſeers as are well knowne to be 
men of honeſt conuerſation, and expert, ſufficient, and fit-foz that Oflite: And that they re⸗ 
ſpettiuely at the election, oꝛdeyning, and appointing of ſuch Searchers, and Officers; mi⸗ 
niſter vnto them and euery of them anoath foꝛ the due diſcharge and execution oftheir Of: 
fice and truſt in all thinges, accozding to the tenoz and pꝛeſcript ot the Statutes in this 
behalfe pꝛouided, x pet in foꝛte: And eſpectally that they ſhall meaſure andſzeall ſuch white 


'Cloathesinthe wette, that thereby they may be able to let on the true length and bꝛeadth, 
that they holde in the water, accozding to the purpoꝛt of the Statute, inthis behalfe made 


in the fourth yeare of Our Reigne of England: And alſo that they the ſaid Searchers oꝛ 
Ouerſeers ſhall not giue ſell. noꝛ tom mit their ſeales to the Clothier. Tucker, noꝛ any other 
perſon oꝛperſons, but ſhallthemſelnes onely, ſet them on the Cloath, after the due ſearch 
thereof, atcoꝛding to the law. And wee doe hereby further allo charge , and ſtraitly com- 
mand the laid Juſtices of Peace of Our Counties afozeſaid, and other head Officers in the 
Citties and Townes within the lame, and in all other places where white Cloath is oz 
ſhalbe made, that they in their ſeuerall plates make. and tauſe to be made due and dilligent 
ſearch and inquirp, as well of ſuch as ſhall vſe any lower bar to their racks, hooks, o: 
Teyntozs in the ends oftheir bars, oꝛ any other engine, inſtrument, meane, oꝛ denice foz: 
bidden by the Statutes made in the nyne and thirtith, and thꝛee and foꝛtith peares of the 
Naigne of Our late deare ſiſter Queene Eltzabeth as alſo ot all ſuch as ſhall put in pꝛactiʒe 
any other wap, diuice oꝛ inuention, foꝛ the vnlawkull ſtretching luch white Cloath oz 
Cloathes in len ath oꝛ in bzeadth, either by the weight, ſtrength,.oꝛ foꝛte of mens bodies oꝛ 
other wiſe contrary to the true meaning and intent of the ſatde Statuts oꝛ either of them: 
And the parties found ſo to offend ſeuerelp to puniſh actoꝛding to the direction of the ſaid 
Statutes. And betaule the puniſhments and penalties by the laide Statutes pꝛouided are 
partly ſo light and ealy as that they are not much regarded; and partly ſubiect by tunning 
meanes to be eluded and auopded: Wee doe therfoze further by theſe pzeſents ſtraitiy 
charge, admoniſh, and warne all Searchers oz Querlſeers in the laid Counties and places, 


and all Clothiers, Tuckers, ⁊ their leruants, and all others imploped in and about the ma⸗ 


king, woꝛking, oꝛ ſearching of white cloath, within the ſaid Counties and plates, that in 


caſe they 02 any of them, ſhalbe hereafter founde to doe, commit, pꝛatttze, oz attempt any 


act oz thing, to the defrauding , auoyding, oz fruſtrating ot the true meaning and intent of 
the Statutes befoze mentioned,ozany parte oꝛ bꝛanch of them, tendingto the true making 
of bꝛoad Cloath; Mee will(beſids the penalties and puntſhments by the ſaid Statutes pꝛo⸗ 
uided fo; ſuch Offendozs)that they ſhalbe pꝛoteeded againſt foꝛ ſuch their fraudulent pꝛatti· 
ʒes in thisbehalfe,by cenſureof Our high Court of Star chamber accozding to the quality 


of their offences, to the terrifying of others by their example. 


Giuen at Whitehall, the ſeauenth day of Nouember, in the ſixteenth yeere of Our Raigne of England, 
France and Ireland, and of Scotland the two and Fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 
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